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form or in photographic, microfilm, optical disk media, or other 
reproduced form. The Secretary may make reproductions of 
documents filed under this act, or under any predecessor act, by 
photographic, microfilm, optical disk media, or other means of 
reproduction and may destroy the originals of those documents 
reproduced. 

The Secretary of State files a document by stamping or otherwise 
endorsing 'Filed', together with the Secretary of State's name and 
official title and the date and time of filing, on both the original and 
the document copy. After filing a document, the Secretary of State 
shall deliver the document copy to the submitting business entity or 
its representative. 

If the Secretary of State refuses to file a document, the Secretary 
of State shall return it to the submitting business entity or its 
representative within five days after the document was received, 
together with a brief, written explanation of the reason for refusal. 
The Secretary of State may correct apparent errors and omissions on a 
document submitted for filing if authorized to make the corrections 
by the person submitting the document for filing. Prior to making the 
correction, the Secretary shall confirm the authorization to make the 
corrections according to procedures adopted by rule. 

The Secretary of State's duty is to review and file documents that 
satisfy the requirements of this Act. The Secretary of State's filing or 
refusing to file a document does not: 

(1) Affect the validity or invalidity of the document in 
whole or in part; 

(2) Relate to the correctness or incorrectness of information 
contained in the document; or 

(3) Create a presumption that the document is valid or 
invalid or that information contained in the document is 
correct or incorrect. 

(l) If the Secretary of State refuses to file a document delivered 
to the Secretary of State's office for filing, the person tendering the 
document for filing may, within 30 days after the refusal, appeal the 
refusal to the Superior Court of Wake County. The appeal is 
commenced by filing a petition with the court and with the Secretary 
of State requesting the court to compel the Secretary of State to file 
the document. The petition shall have attached to it the document to 
be filed and the Secretary of State's explanation for the refusal to file. 
The appeal to the Superior Court is not governed by Chapter 150B of 
the General Statutes, the Administrative Procedure Act, and the court 
shall determine, based upon what is appropriate under the 
circumstances, any further notice and opportunity to be heard. 

Upon consideration of the petition and any response made by the 
Secretary of State, the court may, prior to entering final judgment, 


